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GLADYS NEWTON SCHOOL 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [9:52 pm]: I rise tonight to say a few words about a special event 
that occurred in the East Metropolitan Region just over a week ago, that being the celebration of Gladys Newton 
School’s fiftieth anniversary. I am very pleased that the Minister for Education and Training is in the house tonight; 
I am sure she will endorse the comments that I am about to make. 

I have had the pleasure of supporting and visiting this school, which is based in Balga, for some time now as one of 
its local members of Parliament. Given my previous role as Minister for Disability Services, it is perhaps a school 
that I am particularly fond of. For those who are not aware, the Gladys Newton School delivers exceptional 
educational opportunities for students with disability aged between four and 18 years of age, delivering programs 
and supports that meet the individual needs of the students. The school currently has 100 students. It is a key priority 
for the school community, which is very ably led by Gemma Bosnjak and Andrzej Gruszecki and their team of 
teachers, education assistants and other professionals who support the students every day not only in the core learning 
areas, but also through other activities including their Bush Rangers Cadets program. Last year I presented the 
school with a tree for Schools Tree Day and I am very pleased to see that that tree is going incredibly well. The school 
is a leader in providing high quality educational programs for students on the autism spectrum, but more generally 
it provides a very well-rounded education for students who have a range of disabilities. With that in mind, I was 
delighted to be able to attend the fiftieth birthday celebrations, which also recognised in particular the role of 
Gladys Newton, for whom the school is now named.  
It is quite clear that Mrs Newton, or Gladys, was, indeed, a remarkable woman who was dedicated to supporting 
children and people with disability and ensuring that they achieved their fullest potential. I will refer to a 27 May 2021 
Stirling Times article, which details a little more of her role. The article is titled “Golden legacy of education” 
and states —  

The school was named after Gladys Newton, who famously lobbied the State Government in the early 1950s 
to provide education for students with intellectual disabilities.  
Born in 1901 in Paddington, east of Kalgoorlie, Gladys had moved to Perth as a teenager to work as 
a stenographer at Sandovers Ltd and by 1925 she married Arthur Newton and began her family.  
Gladys’ youngest son Arthur had an intellectual disability and was bullied at school.  
This inspired her, together with other parents of intellectually disabled children, to seek assistance and 
establish centres to cater for their requirements, marking the beginning of special needs schools in WA. 
Her efforts resulted in two major outcomes for people and children with disabilities—the formalisation 
of education and the establishment of the Disabilities Services Commission. She was also a co-founder of 
an organisation known as the Slow Learning Children’s Group.  
Gladys Newton received the British Empire Medal in 1967 for her services towards children with disabilities 
and in 1984 WA’s first school for intellectually disabled students was named after her.  
Originally called Innaloo Special School, it was transferred to a new site as Balga Special School in 1971 
before adopting its current name in honour of Gladys’ achievements. 

As was remarked during the celebrations last Friday, Gladys clearly took on not only the government, but also medical 
opinion and society’s view at the time of people with disability, which was reflected in one of the speeches. Sadly, 
the reality is that 50 years ago and before that, people with disability were often not seen and very rarely heard. 
Clearly, Gladys was not going to have that for her son. She wanted him to have a very good education, much like any 
other child. By challenging the government of the day and others to ensure that he got that education, she ultimately 
made and left a much larger mark within our community for the benefit of students with disability and their families 
and carers back then, now and into the future.  
Again, I thank the school for its invitation to participate in the celebrations, which also included an art exhibition 
as well as the launch of its new Lü interactive playground. Gladys Newton School is the first school in the country 
to own such a magnificent machine, which enables students to engage in team sports and interact with games. I am 
sure that when the Minister for Education and Training next visits the school, she will see how it works. It really 
is fantastic. Gladys Newton School is, of course, one of a small number of schools dedicated to supporting children 
with disability, but it is also part of a much larger tapestry of educational opportunities that are now available for 
children with disability. It provides the services, care and support that Gladys quite clearly initially sought for her son 
so many years ago. I will end by saying that it is a lasting legacy for her and her family, who were at the celebrations, 
and it is one for which they can be truly proud.  
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